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Abstract

This fixed media work combines light and shadow to show the mix of traditional, oriental and modern 
aesthetics of Chinese poem. 
This video combines light and shadow to show the mix of traditional, oriental and modern aesthetics of 
the poem. The imagery in the poem conveys the author’s own conception about time and space 
between himself and the world. The use of several traditional Chinese characteristics in a modern 
garden and in a virtual space shows the structure of time in a traditional and modern sense. These 
combinations indicate the author living in an integration of the world and the fusion of art. 
The audio is based on Logic and Ableton Live production, and use Max / Msp for parts of the sound. 
The use of a synthesizer sound with electronic melodies with the distortion of the national tone of the 
East indicates a modern fusion of the nation.  The change in sonic frequency reflect the concept of light
and shadow staggered. The video and audio together shows the combination of light and illusion, 
oriental tradition and modern time and space together to create an image of the sonnet.

Background 
This fixed media work combines light and shadow to show the mix of traditional, oriental and modern 
aesthetics of a Chinese poem. 

Detailed Description

This fixed media work combines light and shadow to show the mix of traditional, oriental and modern 
aesthetics of Chinese poem. It explores the boundary between media and traditional objects in mixed 
culture environment.

Music/Sound is by Chenyu Sun and video by Shengyuan He. Both artists developed and finished the 
concept and put the piece together. The video and audio together shows the combination of light and 
illusion, oriental tradition and modern time and space together to create an image of the sonnet.

How is technology used in the piece

Software:
C4D/ MaxMsp / Electronic music / visual arts
Instrumentation: Ableton Live/ Max/msp



Audience experience

Sound and visual emerging experience. The video and audio together shows the combination of light 
and illusion, oriental tradition and modern time and space together to create an image of the sonnet. 



https://www.chenyusun.com/sonnet-of-light-shadow-and-illusion

Bio

Chenyu Sun is an interactive designer and musician based in 
Brooklyn. Generally, the purpose of her work is to influence 
people in arts ways and make people aware of nature and their 
surroundings. By exploring the innovative and technical 
possibilities of media production and musical works, her works 
let viewers physically engage with different media that include 
both individual and cooperation works with music, videos, 
interactive technology installations, games, animations and 
electromechanical sculptures. 
She has BFA degree in computer music and sound design, and 
currently pursuing her master's degree in Interactive 
Telecommunications Program (ITP) in NYU.


