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Abstract

A reminiscent portrait in sound, a performative recollection of memories. Presented here is an artifact that 
embodies the essence of the instrument used to create the piece. 

Background 

For eleven months and some days, I recorded moments in and of  my life as Soundstories. I would focus my 
attention on the sounds around me, isolating each one in my mind, and record descriptions of these sounds in 
chronological order. In this performance, I recollect these memories, pulling them in and out of the labyrinth 
of my mind.

Detailed Description

The piece is a 17 minute journey into my life in the year 2016. 
I am fascinated by the idea of silence - what it means, the relative nature of it and its cultural significance. My 
quest for silence introduced me to new sounds but it also surfaced sounds that used to always be in the 
background. I started to record these in a form I call ‘Soundstories’.  
This piece makes the Soundstories audible by housing it inside a sculptural instrument. The sculpture is made 
of two curved frames. The frames are made using wire mesh, yarn, metal and wooden supports. 

Technology used in the piece

Six 10-turn-potentiometers are attached to the wooden rollers inside the sculpture, that change value as the 
fabric moves on them. The change in values affects the playback of recordings and live manipulations ( reverb,
looping, distortions ). An Arduino MKR 1000 is used to connect the potentiomenters to Max/MSP which runs 
the program that houses the composition.

The audience is invited to engage with the performer’s memories through contemplative listening. 

https://cargocollective.com/viniyatapany/Soundstories


https://cargocollective.com/viniyatapany/Eleven-months-and-some-days

Bio

 I am an Indian sound artist based in Brooklyn. My practice is rooted 
in focused listening and reflection on an array of aural ecosystems. My
work ruminates on the ecological, socio-cultural and philosophical 
implications of the question - “What does it mean for us to hear 
something?’’. My current research is an absurdist inquiry into the 
coupled nature of sounding objects and artistic imaginings of futures 
where these couplings don’t exist. My work mixes science, 
engineering, design and art to explore ways to craft performances, 
instruments and installations for self-reflection and develop sonic 
curiosity. A graduate from ITP, NYU, I have exhibited my work and 
performed at New York University, Babycastles and Littlefield, 
Brooklyn. My work has been featured in publications like the 
Washington Post, Newsweek, The Verge, Huffington Post, Evening 
Standard and Breitbart among others. I have been awarded grants and 

fellowships from the Office of Sustainability at New York University and Tisch Graduate Students 
Organization.

https://cargocollective.com/viniyatapany/Eleven-months-and-some-days

